Top Shelf Picks for Middle Schoolers

Chains* by Laurie HalseAnderson
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the
Revolutionary War.
Chomp by Carl Hiaasen
When the difficult star of the reality television show "Expedition Survival" disappears while filming an
episode in the Florida Everglades using animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Cray's family, Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out to find him while avoiding Tuna's gun-happy father.
Cinder* by Marissa Meyer
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted mechanic
and cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets about her past in order
to protect the world in this futuristic take on the Cinderella story.
Fallout by Tood Strasser
When an unthinkable nuclear attack occurs in an alternate-reality 1962, Scott is forced into his father's
bomb shelter with his family and neighbors, where they rapidly consume limited supplies and fear the
worst about the fate of the world outside.
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children* by Ransom Riggs
After a family tragedy, Jacob feels compelled to explore an abandoned orphanage on an island off the
coast of Wales, discovering disturbing facts about the children who were kept there.
The Name of the Star* by Maureen Johnson
Rory, of Boueuxlieu, Louisiana, is spending a year at a London boarding school when she witnesses a murder by a Jack the Ripper copycat and becomes involved with the very unusual investigation.
The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl ever
to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses long enough
to make it to the finish line.
The Screaming Staircase* by Jonathan Stroud
Follows three young operatives of a Psychic Detection Agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in London.
The Testing* by Joelle Charbonneau
Sixteen-year-old Malencia (Cia) Vale is chosen to participate in The Testing to attend the University; however, Cia is fearful when she figures out her friends who do not pass The Testing are disappearing.
Ungifted by Gordan Korman
Due to an administrative mix-up, troublemaker Donovan Curtis is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for gifted and talented students, after pulling a major prank at middle school.
The Wrap-Up List by Steven Arntson
When sixteen-year old Gabriela's death is foretold by a letter, she must complete her 'wrap-up list' before
she's forced to say goodbye.
*denotes first of a series
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