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| R * *;;§ Red-tailed tlauk

7a dag & Adventare; A tour of Praicte Kidpe natural Area,
Lven though there are 785 acres o this site, the plan is to
walkl from the parting ot on Witson Ave to the western T
trall connection, [hen what? South to see the ofi cattte
éa/(a//?}g/ barns? Or North to see the comection to &y&tz
/@Qe Tral? We #V 242 tave Co see,

Date wnd Tine of Visit: Aprit 27, 2020 74/
Weather: Sumy, codl] cloar skies with a few puffy olods

First /Ayame/b/(&' f/aa/ / wa/f/}g/ west, the low sun ix the
east wonld be //?)(c//}g/, e /?/?/éb‘ does shine /(/'aefy on the hithe

and mownturs, pletures witl look good with this lophting!



Boginip of the Tral.
Frairie £ 2{&@ Trail i 1.2 mites to the intersection 0f the

tral to &yot& £ cgze At fﬁ&’i //Moe there doesn ¢ seem Co

be mucth to bok fa/‘ butt nature enthusiasts fnow s
there § more out there /f 404 look and listen,

Bird efwy The Meadowbtrks are a/aﬁ///)g/ 4
around 1 the aa/‘é norning.

There are /@a/—a//}g/ea/ blackbinds tos, 5% -
[following your ears b the wettund areas, you { .
can See males c/efe/(cé}gx therr nesting sites wd
hear their tritling song.

= Bid Sheteh
|

[here is abso another bird] [ see pairs of then flying today.
[aing a picture to hely with loking ap the name later.



7a a,&qy i the 5/'}' Fitare  [he viow west s /eaab‘/f«/f
Loap & Peak: popping ap from bekind the ridgpeline, bold and

J’é/}(/)g/ with swow

/wg/ &

Meeker &1‘/ % T
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Meeker Montai: a cloar day, Meeker looks great i white,
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72& //y/aaf f 6‘/// m@t{/ shades af grey and brown, with
wz{y a Httte green f/‘a/rr a fw/ éam{% /m(c/emm pire trees,

Aling the Tratl- The tead is very rew, groded shonlllers and
faﬁ/rz/a/(a/ on erther site, [he wixter wheat is 0/({} a fe«/
inches tatl] stretohing i rows to the north and south,




Been Wallling a Bit: and when peaple sturt watohing theie
f&&’; //«%’&’ «/éab‘ %ﬂa can see ,7 5%056 7; " éf / 7—44

Sce dogs are not allowed o
\  Uhis trait] the coyotes

h shoutl stick around hanticy
small mammals Gke mice and
larger ones Uite praiie dogs,

1f you have some cois i your pocket; you can measure track

size, [wo quarters equale 7.75 inches, a dine equals 0,75 ir.;
|

these tracks were aboat 2 inches /ng.
A gk sketoh at ffe sice and lot s eop ar R

»%//- Fowrd Cogo é@aat about @ quarter of a
nits farther, Fuzy with fur, ind of poicty
on one end / tite for waf/, nd grey, Abeo
saw some blacker soat with grass i 1t -

4/0//&’ sometines eal grass,

| narks, smaller, i the soft edpes of the trad,



&m&y wp on Che fafay part af the trall:

[ te a//‘a/)(@/e weea is easier U see wow, More rative /z%z/(b‘@ 7]

see; oattuile down low, grasses nearby, ad a couple of trees,

There are also some ol raitroad tie fence braces fa/r( when
Uhis area helll caltte, graziny after
the wheat was harvested,

The ties shoull last a lonp tine as
buvd /eﬁak& Hore (s our myStery ,
bird] the Vesper Sparrow, / I} z

The Praivie Kidge Bied Birgo sheet from the Open Lands and
[ raits website; cityoflovelind org) praivieritye says to look for:

Black-bittod /%fx//é
Lok Sparrow

Anerican &ﬂfé{&é
Brown-teaded Cowbrird

and many others, o,



A Livttte About Rocks: rear a set of fence braces, across
diteh, is a carivas set of exposed rock, Lagers wnd layers

N
of sedinentary sandstone, with some classic erosion
é%ae/(/}g/. There & a rock fa/f where m/f/}(/ _.
swow must have fitled oracks and then frozen
overnpht, [he water e;gaa/((/ea’ as 1t fmze and fo/‘oea’
the oracks ‘ :
wider antil
the rock
broke off
wd fell]

Lookiing north ===

& a good view of The apllffted stypes and morning shadows witl
nake a wice sheloh - of rock that is 95 to 740 milllon years
! The Dakota Kldge & Ninbrara Shate

[ here /‘6 other rocks on the tralf) swall ones, [ éef are not
native Co the area but broupht ix with the trail swfaciny.
Sall, guartz bits are coof to look at (Oha kg guartz is
jpneous, from wollen rock, and they re cool’). gvﬁ




At the ‘T where traile intersect:
T he boulders m&é/}g/ the trall " junotion

have some cool Uehen on the ‘s’a/‘faoe,

A lehen is not a @/)g}/e organism; 1 s
fa/(;z/ combined with a /éab‘a&y/(tée&‘/b

partner, an a{&ae,

Ore theory about the cotors of lichens;
the aé/ae cannot withstand our //1}45
&'«/(/Z@éb: 50 chemicals /0/‘06{6(0&«/
logelher with the fugus act as
sunsereen, Some can even be /ﬁé’&ét %e//oa/ or red,

Now, to tuwrn north, or soath?

North ﬁm’t The mitlaides have mountar méa//a/% a faaté///ff
| mdicator shrab whose fazzy—fa//ea/ seeds witl
Y twn the 6’/0/0&6’ lo shinip sitrer in the

"

Fan Fact: Mountan Ma
sink ix water, it does not float!

apany wood i so dense that it witl



First M%%wr/ east fcw/)g/ J’/d/&&j ﬁa}e to /eaﬁxe Trail
n 4 Size: smallor thar a dine, low, 34" tall
Fetdd #: 5

Petal Cotor: trae pink

Leaves; e a swall frond) soft, low to
the //‘0«/(/ and &;Weae//)g/

Frairie Kidpe s many plants

& f/cwamf ictude rare Bells oS
[winpod] found only ic Lariner
wnd Boulier countics on shate
and lmestone sol (Wiobrara

This plant needs ouwr protection,

& Perre formations). S PIOTURES ONLY if found!
/‘{y //a/(t and 0%#&/* det 0‘0/* fa/a;:

i /I/-‘/)(J%a/c@z e /7/ ﬂ/%//a/k fb‘a/é?/Z/

A icea (3) . Buttitheash ()

. Common Storksb?Z. flowere QW fue/(/ﬁgz Frinrase

A Mountain Makopany J Friokly-pear Cactus
M Shunkbrash Sumac . Puderosa Pie

_\/ Catta?




More Lvidence af Mﬂ/]_ﬁ white walking G The north
Found a deer orassing pust past the Frairie ﬂafz town, [he

praire dog den mownds are Just north of the set of raitroad
lies /wa/é/ this be an Mf/k/&’éea’ caltte 00/‘/‘4/,7/
Saw one praivie dog, seens they wait for it

lo warm up 7«/?@ a bt

7/ ée a’ee/o crossing was //(5@/‘&?5//(% coming 0/0«//(&‘/ ope m&’t/
but b what 7 Alost ol of the
toes /M/)(fea’ east,

 Above, in the cky,
were 5 [u a/‘&y Vallures aataé/}g« the warm ai [f%’a//}g/ up
from the east-facing hitbides. These by binds have black and
silher a/((/e//‘—a//)y(s; awnd red heads, Abeo looked foﬁ other
raplors: Kod-taited //fwﬁs; Aestreble and Baﬁma//)gz Qwt,



Now it i time to head Soath;: past the T with the bouliers,
Staying on the trart] there are great
vows to the south and east, o the

south, there are farms and ofd ranch
buitiigs.  The bjp stack of hay is where this trail ends.

7o the east, you can see o far! The 730 elovation pain tots

you See waler lowers, supar sitss, and distribution centers.

Ute camp 7900

y Looking west of the trait]
= . Lhere are //aae&’ 4o oan

2y /)r@///}(e Native Anerrcans

._ &eﬁ/}(/ up camp. 0/(@ could

the ea&‘b‘ b%e hagbacks and vall y@ provided water and food,
But by 1878, oll ludians ix Colorads: " Ute, Arapat, Kiows,
Cheyenre, Comancte, and Hpache were required to loave
and 9o to designated reservations, *The Ute were //aa%/
o 2 reservations ix southwestern Colorads, [ody, past
and present Native Anerican callure can be observed and

e,gﬁe/‘/é/(wa/ téma/émt &/0/‘%@,
WEIPA Prwow 2079 Frt &m



fa am@g at FPrairie £ dpe Natural Area began i 7900,
Gou can see an old Cractor
~drawn disk f/‘m more

recent years a/o/y Lhe
" south Praire /62{;/& 7rait

“ [t should be /‘e/a,v/)(%
skeloting farmband rotlng off into the distunce....
//0/‘5)(/ on perspective, Trying this viow...

Thikig about adilig colbr...and deciding to toe o pistare to
ﬂ/ﬂ/"é on Wé//@ //( /f(f 00/’(5? Géa//‘ /a&g éﬂ/’(@

/{/ th a cold drink,

Much af the surrounding
 d s privately owned
/)(a/az//}(/ west af the trail

Floase respeot signs wnd /a/eas’a stay on the traile



What a wxﬁffa/ trall - and conneoted to s
mites @Z tealls o the rorth! Witl have to [ o
nake another vistt, and another jowrnal]

when the wealher warns and more /a/a/(&‘& ; B
start growing ad //oom}g/, ‘

Wotes to Sedff g
Wear: good supportive shoes, hat, and sunsereer

Bring: sunplasses, WATER, and wallting stick ﬂm{y
norning 18 fa/}é@ cool /0/‘ snakes, but better o be /ﬁe/aﬁa//

Wish [ remembered: to cheok the Kiosk nap faﬁ /rr//é@//a, o

//‘/)y a snack, binocalars, and coins faﬁ Size /‘efeﬁe/(aa.

Newt tine: Frict and brig the Biied Bingo sheet from
ortyoftovelund, oﬁ//aﬁa/)‘/éﬁ/&ge and bring some blank Jownal BB
/e/‘m(a/ pages to make my own new rotes wd hetzhes.

Kominder: Be aware of wealher
hidden /y the éey/aaf,

This journal was created for the grand opening of Prairie Ridge Natural Area.
For more information about this and other natural areas, please visit:
www.cityofloveland.org/openlands
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