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REPRESENTATIVE WILDLIFE SPECIES OBSERVED OR 
WITH POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE PROJECT AREA 

WETLANDS AND PONDS 
- Habitat for waterfowl (ducks, geese), waterbirds (great blue heron), and shorebirds (killdeer)
- Fisheries (fish and aquatic invertebrates)
- Predators (osprey, bald eagle, raccoon)

RIPARIAN CORRIDOR ALONG RIVER 
- Food (insects, seeds), cover, and nesting habitat for a variety of bird species
- Habitat/movement corridor for small mammals – red fox, striped skunk, American mink,

American beaver, bat species
- Habitat for reptiles and amphibians - frogs, turtles, tiger salamanders
- Food (insects, seeds), cover, and nesting habitat for game birds (wild turkey, mourning

dove)

RIPARIAN CORRIDOR ALONG RIVER - Cottonwood canopy 
- Cavity-nesting species – eastern screech-owl, northern flicker, American kestrel,

also raccoon 
- Raptors - red-tailed hawk, great-horned owl, Cooper's hawk, sharp-shinned hawk
- Food (insects, seeds), cover, and nesting habitat for a variety of bird species

AGRICULTURAL AND GRASSLAND 
- Mammals – mule deer, white-tailed deer, small predators, rodents
- Reptiles – snakes, lizards
- Raptors - red-tailed hawk, Swainson's hawk, northern harrier, American kestrel

East Big Thompson River Natural Area Management Plan 
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Map E - Opportunities & Challenges
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OPPORTUNITIES

July 20, 2020

TRAILS
- Paved Regional Trail
- Soft-Surface Trails
- River Access

INFRASTRUCTURE/AMENITIES
- Trailheads
- Parking
- Restrooms
- Fishing Access Points

ACTIVITIES
- Wildlife Viewing
- Hiking
- Biking

PROGRAMMING
- Nature Walks
- Environmental Education
- Environmental Programming
- Art in Nature
- Fishing Clinics

PROTECTION OF VALUABLE HABITAT
- Riparian Corridor Along the River and Ponds
- Upland Agricultural and Prairie

PARTNERSHIPS
- Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
- Fishing Associations and Organizations
- Colorado Addicted Trailbuilders Society
- High Plains Environmental Center
- Audubon Club
- Native Plant Society
- Volunteers

East Big Thompson River
Natural Area Management Plan



CHALLENGES

July 20, 2020

PROTECTION OF CONSERVATION VALUES while allowing public access 
TRAILHEADS AND PARKING
CONNECTIVITIY TO OTHER COMMUNITY AMENITIES:

Loveland Sports Park 
Centerra Trail 
Willow Bend

REGIONAL TRAIL CONNECTIVITY 
CONSIDERATION OF SURROUNDING PROPERTIES 
CONTINUED AGRICULTURE
RESTORATION TO NATIVE VEGETATION 
ACQUIRING EASEMENTS AND LANDS 
TOPOGRAPHY

Steep Slopes
Narrow trail corridor on east-end

TIMING
I-25 Johnstown Connection
Boyd Lake Avenue continuation to the south
Residential Developments
Expansion of County Road 20E

DEVELOPMENT COSTS
TRAIL ALIGNMENT (Paved and Soft-Surface Trails)

East Big Thompson River
Natural Area Management Plan
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Map F - Preferred Plan
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